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Final Report - NAS8-11787

In the initial phase of this contract, we performed design
studies to determine the feasibility of a "'Soft tooling"
approach for the Semi-Toroidal Test Tank, These studies were
developed on the basis of concepts and criteria originated by

MSFC,

A conference was held at MSFC on August 28, 1964 to discuss
and evaluate the design preposals resulting from our studies.
The predominating opipieon of the cenference was that the
feasibility of "Sofit tooling" had not been conclusively demon-
strated, and that no further design efforts in this direction

should be undertaken,

The design of teeling for the Semi-Toredial Test Tank was
theveafter performed by MSFC, These designs were submitted to
the contracter for cost and lead time estimates. Although this
tooling representated scluticms to novel production problems,
the tooling itself was based on concepts of lecating and clamp-

ing components which had proved to be workable in the past,

in prcducing this tooling, the prcblems encnuntered weve of

the kind that is normally anticipated whencver a new design is
transformwed inte havdware. Specific preoblems encountered on the
drawings were covered with Deviation Approval Reguesks, Toel

Design Change Requests, oFf noted in the wenthly preogress reperts,
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Undexr the circumstances there was no occasion for the con-
tractor to generate ‘'tables, graphs, diagrams, eurves, sketches,
photographs, and drawings,”Any requirements of this nature
would have to result from directives specifying objectives
to be achieved, and the allocation of funds to pexform the

work,

The periocd of performance under Contract BAS8-11787 ended
on September 1, 1965, All work was stopped at that time,
and all tools produced under the contract wexre shipped to
MSFC.
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